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Through their involvement in multi-stakeholder 
innovation platforms, farmers in northern Rwanda 
have been linked to a micro-finance institute and 
now have access to credit. A recent impact study 
shows that households adopting CIALCA value 
chain innovations have improved food security and 
purchasing power. 

CIALCA supports different groups of Youth 
Agripreneurs in the Central Highlands. The IITA 
Kalambo Youth Agripreneurs (IKYA) program 
in eastern DR Congo aims at developing viable 
models for youth entrepreneurs that can be scaled 
up to create employment for youth in agricultural 
enterprises. The group operates as a self-managed 
semi-independent group that develop enterprises 
around IITA technologies but and emerging busi-
ness opportunities. In 2015 the core enterprises 
included soy and cassava processing; seed multi-
plication; vegetable production; production and 
sale of high quality maize and cassava flour; and 
fish farming. Each enterprise is initially explored at 

pilot scale and when the skill level is sufficient and 
the business case is promising it is up-scaled. 

Key achievements and lessons learned under 
CIALCA
 • In 2015 IKYA produced 7.1 tons of high quality 

maize flour, 2.5 tons of High Quality Cassava 
Flour, 25,000 pieces of various cassava-soy-
beans based products, and 6,193 bottles of 
soymilk. The total revenue was 13,000 USD;

 • In 2015 IKYA trained 667 people from partner 
organisations.

Recommended further reading
Lamers, D., Okafor, C., Sartas, M. and Schut, M. et 

al. (2015). Building multi-stakeholder processes 
in agricultural research for development in 
Burundi, Rwanda and DR Congo. Case study 
developed under the CGIAR Research Program 
on Integrated Systems for the Humid Tropics 
(Humidtropics). Wageningen University (WUR) 
and the International Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA). Case studies are available 
online: http://humidtropics.cgiar.org/case-stud-
ies-building-multi-stakeholder-processes-in-bu-
rundi-rwanda-and-drc/

IITA Youth Agripreneurs website: http://youthagri-
preneurs.org

More information
For more information, please visit www.cialca.org 
or contact Dr Flemming Nielsen (f.nielsen@cgiar.
org). 
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